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The Wolf’s Howl 
 The Voice of Camp Timberwolf — Home of Troop 212  Summer 2016 
Camp Improvements 
and Repairs 

The Spring Work Party per-
formed several camp improve-
ments and repairs in addition to 
the regular annual maintenance 
tasks. The larger 2016 projects 
included: 
Cabin 2: T&G pine walls and 
ceiling, new larger windows, new 
tile, sink, mirror, and shelves in 
the bathroom, all new doors, and 
new window and door covers. 
Thanks to Carlos Marroquin for 
the awesome tile work. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Mess Hall: Completely replaced 
the center table and benches with 
locally milled white-fir slabs, in-
cluding a clear epoxy coating, and 
custom-branded seats. Thanks to 
Dan Schricker and Rich Holden 
for getting messy with the epoxy, 
and to Wayne Carlson for the 
slabs. 
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Showers: All new shower valves 
and PEX piping. No more sur-
prise cold water while taking a 
shower. This was unexpected 
work, but our friend Chris Dale 
came up and made it happen at 
the last minute. Also, new shower 
curtains. 
Crushed Rock: Over 24 yards of 
rockwas spread on the paths and 
in new areas, making for less dust 
and better footing around camp. 
Thank you to Troop 212 for all 
the energetic labor. Also thank 
you for the general site cleanup 
and the generous pile of firewood 
by the fire pit. 

Thank you to Vice President 
Mike Hulbert for organizing and 
overseeing the work and Kristin 
Hulbert for feeding the hungry 
helpers. 

The annual maintenance items 
include initiating the water system 
was for the season, removing fall-
en tree branches and other debris, 
repairing winter damage, putting 
up the parachute, and draining the 
water system at the end of the 
season. Thank you to contributors 
who help pay for this work and 
thank you to all of the volunteers 
from the Board, Troop 212, and 
other friends of Camp Timber-
wolf for their hard work. If you 
would like to volunteer to help 
with either the spring or fall work 
party, please talk to one of the 
officers or directors. 
Remembering 
Friends of Camp 
Timberwolf 

two friends of Camp Timber-
wolf recently died: Director 
Emeritus Fred Nielsen and Don 
Matthews. Obituaries for both are 
included. 

In Memory – Fred 
Nielsen 

 January 14, 1926 ~ April 14, 2016 
Elman Frederic Nielsen was 

born in Oakland, California on 
January 14, 1926, to Amy and 
Harold Nielsen. 

He spent a happy childhood in 
the Crocker Highlands neighbor-
hood of Oakland with his beloved 
siblings: older brother Harold, 
and younger sister Marilyn. 
Elman graduated from Oakland 
High School, and went on to ob-
tain a degree in civil engineering 
from the University of California 
at Berkeley. 

Elman escorted classmate 
Carolee Kuser to his high school 
Senior Prom, and things went so 
well that they ended up marrying 
on September 18, 1949, at Pied-
mont Community Church. They 
moved to Donna Maria Way in 
Orinda in 1951, and lived there 
for 49 rewarding years, while 
raising their three daughters: Lau-
rie, Meredith and Amy. 

In 1950, Elman began his 34 
year career with Kaiser Engineers 
in Oakland. His co-workers began 
referring to him by his middle 
name, and thus Elman came to be 

known as Fred. At Kaiser, one of 
Fred's first assignments was un-
forgettable. Working directly with 
Henry Kaiser, he was assigned to 
do the structural engineering for 
Mr. Kaiser's new home in Lafa-
yette. Fred's other prominent pro-
jects with Kaiser included manag-
ing the engineering of the Seventh 
Street Marine Terminal at the Port 
of Oakland, and the Larkspur Fer-
ry Terminal in Marin County. 
Over the years, his work took him 
to many places around the world. 

After leaving Kaiser in 1984, 
Fred established his own structur-
al engineering practice in Sono-
ma. His clients included wineries 
and private residences, some of 
which he worked on with his 
daughter and son-in-law, archi-
tects Amy and Richard Schuh. In 
2000, Fred and Carolee moved to 
the town of Sonoma, greatly re-
ducing the length of his daily 
commute. Fred finally retired at 
the age of 82! 

Carolee died in 2004, and af-
ter several years of single living, 
Fred married longtime Orinda 
family friend Roberta (Bobbie) 
Dodson in 2008. In addition to a 
wonderful new wife, Fred also 
gained four more daughters- 
Kathy Williamson, Kris Dodson, 
Wendy Pruitt, and Deonna Dod-
son, plus six granddaughters. 

Bobbie and Fred traveled the 
world and took many trips in the 
United States, including yearly 
jaunts to Palm Desert with tennis 
friends. Fred played tennis until 
his 89th year. They both liked to 
garden, and Fred designed and 
built many projects to enhance 
their large Orinda garden. 

In sports, Fred especially 
liked running. He was a member 
of the Cal track team, competing 
in the half mile event. In later 
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years, Fred completed thirteen 
marathons, including the Boston 
Marathon in 1982. 

He also enjoyed road cycling, 
inviting friends to his annual 
"Sons and Daughters of Norway" 
picnic ride, which he organized 
with daughters Meredith and Lau-
rie. 

Throughout his life, Fred was 
a devoted Christian. He and 
Carolee were charter members of 
the Moraga Valley Presbyterian 
Church, where Fred served as an 
Elder and as a member of the 
building committee. 

After the Nielsens moved to 
Sonoma, they became active 
members of St. Andrew Presby-
terian Church. 

When Fred and Bobbie mar-
ried, Fred joined her church, 
Lafayette Orinda Presbyterian, 
where he was a Deacon and active 
in Explorers, Companions, Congo 
Mission Team, and Kids Rock. 
He and Bobbie participated in six 
Presbyterian mission trips to re-
build houses that were destroyed 
by tornadoes in the South and 
Midwest. 

Predeceased by his brother 
and sister, Fred is also survived 
by his sister-in-law Elaine Niel-
sen, sons-in-law Hal Danielsen 
and Richard Schuh, grandsons 
Gregory and Michael Kunit and 
Henrik Schuh, his niece, neph-
ews, and various cousins. 

A celebration of Fred's life 
will be held on Saturday, June 18 
at 11:00 am at Lafayette Orinda 
Presbyterian Church, 49 Knox 
Drive, Lafayette CA 94549. Do-
nations in his memory may be 
made to any of the following or-
ganizations: Save the Redwoods 
League, U.C. Berkeley College of 
Engineering, Vitas Hospice, or 
the LOPC Foundation. 

In Memory – Don 
Matthews 

 Donald L. Matthews 
1928 - 2016 
Resident of Moraga, CA 
Oakland Fire Dept. Assistant 

Chief (Retired)  
Born to Frederick and Estelle 

Matthews on November 8, 1928, 
Don Matthews was a fourth-
generation San Franciscan. He 
grew up in San Francisco, moved 
to Oakland while in grammar 
school, and graduated from Pied-
mont High School in 1946. He 
earned his Bachelor's degree in 
Business Administration from UC 
Berkeley in 1950, and later that 
year the Korean War drew him 
into the U.S. Army. He was sent 
to Korea as a Counter Intelligence 
Corps (CIC) officer as a sergeant 
attached to the 1st Division of the 
U.S. Marines, where he worked 
with South Korean translators to 
locate and interrogate spies. He 
was honorably discharged in De-
cember 1952 when his father 
passed away back home.  

Despite his college degree in 
business, Don followed his heart 

and joined the Oakland Fire De-
partment in September 1953 as a 
hoseman. He served through all 
fire department ranks over the 
span of his career, including addi-
tional service as the city's Water 
Supply Officer. He retired as As-
sistant Chief of OFD in December 
1993, after 40 years of service to 
a career that he loved and where 
he dedicated himself to helping 
other fellow firemen train and ad-
vance.  

Don is survived by his wife of 
52 years, Beverley Matthews, and 
their two children, Scott Mat-
thews and Susan Lane, and their 
families, including four grand-
children and one great-grandson. 
Scott's family includes his wife, 
Janine, son Mitchell, daughter 
Katie and grandson Landon. Su-
san's family includes her husband, 
Patrick Lane, and two daughters, 
Tabitha and Tori.  

Don met his wife, Beverley, 
in 1962. They married in Bev's 
Wyoming hometown in May 
1964. After 52 years together, 
they parted on March 14, 2016, 
holding hands when Don passed 
away peacefully at home with his 
wife and children. He died from 
respiratory complications related 
to occupational hazards and ad-
vanced age.  

Don was an honorary member 
of the Phoenix Society of San 
Francisco – the lone professional 
firefighter allowed to join this ex-
clusive association for firefighting 
enthusiasts. He was a life Member 
of the National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPC). He also held 
memberships in the Veteran 
Firemen's Association of Alame-
da County and the Bay Area Fire 
Protection Forum. He and his 
family were members of Park 
Blvd Presbyterian Church in Oak-
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land, and they joined the Moraga 
Valley Presbyterian Church in 
1981-present, where Don and Bev 
have contributed to the growth 
and success of the church and its 
community.  
Please Donate to 
Camp Timberwolf 

Camp Timberwolf is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit charitable 
organization and all donations are 
tax deductible. We try to cover 
operating expenses with our 
camper fees, but rely upon 
donations for funding camp 
improvements and camper 
scholarships. In addition to cash 
donations, we can also accept 
donations of stock. Note that 
donations of appreciated stock 
may have tax advantages by 
avoiding capital gains taxes. Send 
donations to PO Box 134, Moraga, CA 94556. If you have 
any questions about donations, 
please contact our Donations 
Chairman, Don Drennan at 925-
283-1790 or 
DonDrennan@gmail.com. 
Check-In/Check-Out 
Procedures 

In order to keep the camp in 
top condition, we are continuing 
the check-in and check-out proce-
dure to track damage and repairs 
needed for the camp. Each camp-
er group will fill in a checklist 
noting the condition of the facili-
ties when starting and ending 
their stay at the camp. 

 

Camp Timberwolf 
Board Elections 

Elections were held at the 
January 2015 Board meeting. The 
following officers were reelected:  President – Rich Holden   Vice-President of Administra-

tion – Dick Ayres  Vice-President of Camp Opera-
tions – Mike Hulbert  Secretary – Bob Green  CFO – Joe Cunningham 

Other Directors include Steve 
Bartis, Burt Benson, John Dren-
nan, Tom McIntosh, Brad Whit-
taker, and Nellie Wilkerson. 

Directors Emeriti include Don 
Bonander, Don Drennan, Frank 
Jackson, Rudi Metzner, and Jim 
Stoutamore. 
Lake Usage 

Use extreme caution when 
swimming in Lower Bucks Lake. 
There are cold currents in places 
that can cause strong swimmers to 
suddenly have difficulties. Never 
swim alone and always have adult 
supervision of children and youth 
in the water. 

Please leave the raft anchored 
in place where it belongs. We 
have had damage to the ladder 
and deck when the raft was 
moved closer to shore, and then 
ran aground when the lake level 
dropped. 

The canoes need be chain 
locked to a tree at the beach when 
not in use. Life jackets must be 
worn by everyone in the canoes. 
Life jackets are available and 
must be returned to the storage 
container. All other boats are pri-
vately owned and not available to 
renters without prior arrangement. 

Garbage Dumpsters 
The garbage dumpsters are 

picked up on Wednesdays, so 
please show courtesy to the next 
camping group by leaving space 
in the dumpsters at the end of 
your stay. If you generate so 
much garbage that you would fill 
the dumpsters at the end of your 
stay, then please take some of it 
with you to dispose at home or at 
a local landfill. If your group ex-
pects to generate extra garbage, 
please let Rich Holden know 
when you confirm your reserva-
tion, so that an extra dumpster can 
be ordered. 

Remember to empty all gar-
bage cans at the camp every night 
and always lock the dumpsters to 
keep the garbage away from the 
bears. 
Camp Timberwolf on 
Internet & Facebook 

Camp Timberwolf has a web 
site at http://camptimberwolf.org 
and a Facebook page that can be 
found by entering “Camp Tim-
berwolf” in the search box at 
www.Facebook.com. 
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2016 Reservation Schedule 

 
Date Group Contact 

May 26 (Thurs) Open the water system Mike Hulbert/Rich Holden 
May 28 – 29 (Sun) BSA Troop 212 work party Tony McKenzie 
May 28 – June 2 (Thu)  Opening work party Mike Hulbert 
Jun 2 – 11  TBD Rich Holden 
Jun 11 – 17 Plumas-Sierra 4H Youth Kerri O’Reilly 
Jun 18 – 25 Spinfarkle Family David Howe  
Jun 25 – July2 McHugh Family Cheryl McCarthy    
July 2 – 6 (Wed) MVPC Family Camp Don Drennan 
July 7 (Thurs) – 9 MVPC Dad’s Adventure Nat Weber 
Jul  9 – 16 Robak Family John Robak 
Jul 16 – 22 (Fri) TBD R Holden 
Jul 22 – July 30 BSA Troop 212 John Drennan 
Jul 30 – Aug 6 Graves Family John Graves 
Aug 6 – 13 TBD Rich Holden 
Aug 13 – 20 Bay Area Rescue Mission Tim Hammack  
Aug 20 – 27 Bay Area Rescue Mission Tim Hammack   
Aug 27 – Sept 2 (Fri) World Impact/Bay Community F Curtis Flemming   
Sep 2 – 5 (Mon) Robinson Family Tim & Heidi Kinsinger 
Sep 5 – 10  World Impact/Bay C Fellowship  Curtis Flemming 
Sep 10 – 17  TBD Rich Holden 
Sep 17 – 24 TBD Rich Holden 
Sep 24 – Oct 1                                       TBD Rich Holden 
Oct 1– Oct 8  TBD Rich Holden 
Oct 8 – 15 Closing work party Mike Hulbert 
Dates are Saturdays unless otherwise noted 
(Subject to change) 


