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The Wolf’s Howl 
 The Voice of Camp Timberwolf — Home of Troop 212  Fall 2021 

Camp Survives 
Covid-19 Pandemic 
and Dixie Fire 
Based on Plumas County re-
strictions due to the Covid-19 
pandemic during 2020, the camp 
was not able to open for camping. 
The Board was in frequent con-
tact with the County and campers 
with reservations, but the pan-
demic did not ease sufficiently for 
the restrictions to be eased. Also 
during 2020, PG&E drained the 
Lower Bucks Lake reservoir to 
make necessary safety repairs to 
the dam.  

In August of 2020 several fires 
were started by lightning in the 
Plumas National Forest. Some of 
the fires merged and were spread 
by high winds in September to 
become the North Complex Fire 
that burned large areas between 
Quincy and Oroville. This fire 
burned most houses in the Berry 
Creek and Brush Creek areas 
along the Oro-Quincy Highway, 
but did not spread to Bucks Lake 
area, but did get close. 

With Covid restrictions eased, the 
camp was able to open during the 
start of the 2021 camping season. 
However, in July the Dixie Fire 
started in the Feather River Can-
yon and spread quickly requiring 
evacuation of campers from 
Camp Timberwolf. The camp was 
saved by heroic efforts of several 
fire crews that fought the fire. 
Due to the fire, the camp was 
closed for the rest of the season. 

Tom “Mac” McIntosh  
1930 - 2021 

 
Thomas J. “Mac” McIntosh 
January 19, 1930 – August 16, 2021 

Camp Timberwolf lost one of its 
most beloved friends and support-
ers with the passing of Tom 
“Mac” McIntosh in August of this 
year. Mac along with Don Dren-
nan and Burt Benson was instru-
mental in keeping the camp going 
when the previous board members 
could no longer run it. He served 
as Director for many years and 
then as Director-Emeritus. 

Thomas J. "Mac" McIntosh died 
peacefully at his daughter's house 
in Moraga on August 16, 2021. 

Tom was born in San Gabriel, 
California, the youngest of 12 
children, six brothers and five sis-
ters. He described his childhood 
until the age of 15 as "Tom Saw-
yer-like": overalls and a straw hat, 
crawdads, swimming holes, and 
floating down the Rio Hondo 
River on homemade rafts. 

But when he was 15, his mother 
was tragically killed in an auto-
mobile accident, and his father 

died about a year later from inju-
ries and grief. He lived with his 
eldest brother and then with his 
eldest sister and worked at the 
Shopping Bag grocery store to 
make ends meet. He graduated 
from Mark Kepple High School 
in Alhambra, California. 

He was married to his high school 
sweetheart, Esther Malone, for 43 
years, until she passed in 1994. 
Tom and Esther had three chil-
dren: Fred McIntosh, Bruce 
McIntosh, and Julie Sodestrom 
née McIntosh. 

In 1996, he married the former 
Marise Bensinger. They were 
married for 25 years, until Marise 
passed on January 2, 2021. 

Upon graduation from high 
school, Tom attended Pasadena 
City College. With the Korean 
Conflict heating up in 1950, Tom 
joined the National Guard. After 
his artillery unit was called to ac-
tive-duty, Tom was sent to Of-
ficer Candidacy School at Fort 
Dix, New Jersey. Upon his com-
missioning as a second lieutenant, 
he served a year in Korea as a 
forward observer for an artillery 
unit. He remained in the National 
Guard after his service in Korea 
and rose to the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel. 

He attended Chico State Universi-
ty, graduating with a bachelor's 
degree in business with an em-
phasis in accounting. He earned 
his Certified Public Accountant 
credential and took a job with 
Coopers & Lybrand, then the old-
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est and third largest accountancy 
in the nation. Not satisfied with 
accounting, at 33 years old with a 
wife and three kids, Tom became 
a full-time law student at Univer-
sity of California, Hastings Col-
lege of the Law, in San Francisco, 
graduating and passing the Cali-
fornia Bar in 1966. 

He joined the Albany, California, 
law firm Foley Saler & Doutt, 
which was eventually renamed 
Foley McIntosh & Foley, where 
he practiced law until he retired in 
2012. 

In 1974, Mac assumed the role of 
scoutmaster of Moraga Boy Scout 
Troop 212, a post he held for over 
30 years, and during which time 
he mentored more than 1,000 
scouts, including over 400 Eagle 
Scouts. Troop 212, still thriving 
with over 60 scouts, celebrates its 
60th anniversary in 2021. Mac 
was awarded the BSA Silver 
Beaver Award by the BSA Mt. 
Diablo Silverado Council. 

He accepted Christ at 15 and was 
a long-time member of Bethany 
Bible Church in Alhambra, CA, 
where he met his first wife, Es-
ther; Bethel Temple Church in 
San Francisco, where he served as 
church treasurer; and Moraga 
Valley Presbyterian Church in 
Moraga, where he held various 
key leadership roles, including 
ruling elder. 

In 1995, Mac was named Moraga 
Citizen of the Year. He was also 
awarded the God & Service 
Award by the National Associa-
tion of Presbyterian Scouters, and 
in 2008 received the BSA Mt. Di-
ablo Silverado Council Distin-
guished Citizen Award. 

Mac served on several foundation 
boards, including the MVPC 
Foundation, which supports 

Moraga Valley Presbyterian 
Church, The Camp Timberwolf 
Improvement Committee, which 
is located in the Plumas National 
Forest and supports a camp facili-
ty for scout, church, or other 
youth organizations, and for more 
than 25 years served as president 
of the Noll Foundation, a private 
foundation that provides support 
for programs serving children. 

Mac enjoyed camping, houseboat-
ing with his family, and travels to 
visit extended family. 

Mac is survived, and dearly 
missed, by his three children and 
their spouses, two stepchildren, 
11 grandchildren, five great 
grand-children, and over 400 Ea-
gle Scouts. 

The family held a private inter-
ment ceremony at Oakmont Me-
morial Park in Lafayette on Au-
gust 21, 2021. 

A public Celebration of Life ser-
vice was held on September 18, 
2021, at Moraga Valley Presby-
terian Church, at 2 p.m. 

You may make a memorial gift to 
the "Camp Timberwolf Improve-
ment Committee" sent to PO Box 
134, Moraga, CA 94556. 

Please Donate to 
Camp Timberwolf 
Camp Timberwolf is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit charitable organization 
and all donations are tax deducti-
ble. We rely upon donations for 
funding camp improvements like 
these and camper scholarships. In 
addition to cash donations, we can 
also accept donations of stock, 
which may have tax advantages 
by avoiding capital gains taxes. 
Send donations to PO Box 134, 
Moraga, CA 94556. 

Brad Whittaker 
1949-2020 

 
Bradford Pace Whittaker 
November 23, 1949 - June 14, 2020 

Last year we lost another Board 
member and friend, Brad Whit-
taker. In addition to being a Board 
member, Brad was the head cook 
at the camp for Boy Scout Troop 
212 for many summers. 

Following an incredibly brave 
four-and-a-half-year battle with 
pancreatic cancer, Brad Whit-
taker, aged 70, passed away at 
home with his loving wife Sally, 
adored daughter Cary, and ever 
faithful companion Duke by his 
side. Brad never complained and 
will forever be remembered for 
his upbeat, positive spirit, love of 
family, loyalty to friends, and 
warm sense of humor. 

Born the morning before Thanks-
giving in 1949, it's no wonder that 
Brad had an affinity for pumpkin 
pie with loads of whipped cream. 
He spent a happy childhood in 
Lafayette, the third of four chil-
dren born to Robert Austin Whit-
taker and Jane Pace Whittaker. 
Growing up Brad relished his 
family trips to Mendocino (espe-
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cially the Donut Shop in Fort 
Bragg), enjoyed horseback riding 
and caring for the Whittaker hors-
es, looked forward to fun Sierra 
visits in Twain Harte, and had 
terrific memories as a Scout in 
Lafayette Troop 204. 

In 1962 a fortuitous family move 
to the Sacramento area, brought 
the Whittakers to Carmichael, 
where Brad would eventually 
graduate from La Sierra High 
School. Not only would Brad 
make lifelong friends in this new 
school, but at the age of sixteen 
he met his future wife, fifteen-
year-old Sally Ryland. As their 
relationship progressed, it was no 
coincidence that Brad followed 
Sally to the University of Califor-
nia at Berkeley and then also 
worked at the UC Berkeley 
Alumni camp, the Lair of the 
Bear. Brad fit right in at the Lair, 
and his exploits as Camp Blue 
Head Cook were epic. These 
summers, along with his time as a 
member of Phi Kappa Sigma fra-
ternity, forged lasting friendships 
and amazing college memories—
Go Bears! 

Upon graduating from CAL in 
1973 with a B.S. in Business Ad-
ministration, Brad did some trav-
eling and worked at a number of 
diverse companies. Ultimately, he 
settled down finding his niche in 
sales and later, specifically in 
printing. Along the way, Brad 
married his high school sweet-
heart Sally in 1981, bought a 
home in the idyllic town of Mora-
ga, and shortly thereafter started a 
family. A son, Reed Austin, was 
joyously welcomed in 1984, and 
then a sweet daughter, Cary 
Glenn, was born in 1988. Brad 
was a devoted dad and loved his 
kids dearly. As they grew, he was 

busy each weekend driving from 
swim meet to soccer field, base-
ball diamond to tennis court, and 
finally, from rugby match to vol-
leyball tournament. Brad also 
juggled his own athletic pursuits. 
At age 39 he joined the Orinda 
RoadRunners, a welcoming run-
ning club that ironically ended 
every run with coffee and donuts. 
Brad ran at the crack of dawn five 
or six mornings a week, entered 
marathons, and thoroughly en-
joyed the group's camaraderie. 

No matter how hectic life was, 
Brad always made sure his family 
vacationed each summer at the 
Lair of the Bear. Just as he and 
Sally had loved their Blue and 
Gold camp experience, it soon 
became a shared passion for Reed 
and Cary. For some, Disneyland 
may be the happiest place on 
Earth, but for the Whittakers—it 
was the Lair. The family spent 
seventeen straight years in Camp 
Gold's tent #36 and later, both 
kids were proud to become Lair 
staffers—just like their folks. 

Clearly, Brad never forgot his 
scouting roots or the thrill of 
cooking huge quantities of Lair 
food. In 2002 when Reed's Troop 
212 needed a head cook at Camp 
Timberwolf, Brad was more than 
happy to help. Working with a 
sensational group of Scout moms, 
the kitchen crew sliced and diced 
to Brad's favorite country music. 
The Dixie Chicks were blasted 
from the mess hall, as his team 
prepared more than 33,000 camp 
meals over the course of nearly 
two decades. Sysco, as Brad was 
aptly nicknamed, volunteered 
countless hours at Timberwolf, 
served on the Camp Timberwolf 
Board, and truly loved every mi-
nute. 

Brad is survived by his wife of 39 
years, Sally, daughter Cary, 
brother Bob Whittaker, sisters 
Christie Gore and Pam Dunckel-
mann, as well as many in-laws, 
nieces, nephews, and cousins. He 
was predeceased by his parents 
Austin and Jane, and his deeply 
missed son Reed, tragically killed 
in 2013. A celebration of life will 
be held at a future date when all 
those who loved Brad are able to 
gather together in remembrance 
of a genuinely good guy. 

The family suggests memorial 
gifts be made to Alameda County 
Community Food Bank, 7900 
Edgewater Drive, Oakland, Camp 
Timberwolf, PO Box 134, Mora-
ga, CA 94523, and Rescue One 
Foundation, 1280 Moraga Way, 
Moraga. 

Camp Timberwolf 
Board Elections 
Elections were held at the January 
2021 Board meeting. The follow-
ing officers were reelected: 

 President – Rich Holden  
 Vice-President of Administra-

tion – Dick Ayres 
 Vice-President of Camp Opera-

tions – Mike Hulbert 
 Secretary – Bob Green 
 CFO – Joe Cunningham 

Directors re-elected were Steve 
Bartis, John Drennan, Mike Hul-
bert, and Dan Gannett. John 
Leonard also was elected Director 
to fill the remainder of the term of 
Brad Whittaker. 

Facebook and Web 
The Camp Timberwolf web site is 
at http://camptimberwolf.org and 
our Facebook page is at 
https://www.facebook.com/Camp
Timberwolf. 
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Work Parties –
Maintenance and Re-
pairs  
The fall 2020 Work Party was 
delayed until November by clo-
sure of the area due to the North 
Complex Fire. Because the camp 
was not open during the 2020 
camping season due to county 
Covid restrictions, the work party 
mostly consisted of getting the 
camp ready for winter including 
some painting and draining of the 
waterlines, 

As shown, the reservoir was still 
drained at this time revealing lots 
of stumps. It snowed overnight 
during the work party with sever-
al inches of snow accumulating. 

 
Dry lakebed for Lower Bucks Lake 
(November 2020) 

 
Bottom of lakebed (November 2020) 

 
Snow during Work Party (November 
2020) 
 
The spring 2021 Work Party in-
cluded clean-up from the winter, 
getting the water system turned 
on, painting, finishing the trim 
around the mess hall windows, 
and lots of wood splitting and 
stacking. 

 
Picnic table destroyed by fallen tree 
(May 2021) 
 
The Dixie Fire burned the area 
around the Camp and melting the 
PVC water line between the 
spring and water tank. After we 
were allowed to go the Camp 
when the fire was under control in 
the Buck Lake area, we assessed 
the fire damage. The food that had 
to be left in the refrigerators and 
freezer during the emergency 
evacuation spoiled and spilled 
creating a stinky mess. This was 
cleaned up and the mess hall aired 
out. The melted water line was 
repaired with an initial temporary 
line and then with a permanent 
line. 
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Ash along both sides of trail to water 
tank (August 2021) 

 
Burned area along trail to water tank 
(August 2021) 

 
Burned area north of camp (August 
2021) 

 
Installing new water line (August 
2021) 

 
Temporary and permanent replace-
ment water lines (August 2021) 
 
The fall work party included addi-
tional clean-up from the fire, 
painting, and getting the camp 
ready for winter. Thank you to all 
of the families, scouts, board 
members, and other friends of the 
camp for all of your hard work 
getting the camp ready for next 
year. 

 
Painting Cabin 1 (October 2021) 

 
Painting Cabin 2 (October 2021) 

 
Cutting down burned trees near water 
tank (October 2021) 


